
 

 

 

United States 

Department of 

Agriculture 

Forest 

Service 

Nez Perce-Clearwater NFs 

Palouse Ranger District 

1700 Highway 6 

Potlatch, Idaho  83855 

208/875-1131 

Fax:  208/875-1133 

 

  Caring for the Land and Serving People Printed on Recycled Paper     

File Code: 1950 
Date: December 17, 2012 

 

 

Dear Interested Party: 

 

The Palouse Ranger District of the Clearwater National Forest is initiating the environmental 

analysis of the Upper Corral Creek Restoration project.  The legal description is Township 40 N., 

Range 2 West, Section 1, and Township 41 N. Range 2 West, Sections 25 and 36. (See Attached 

Map.) 

Why Here and Why Now? 

The Upper Corral Creek is a tributary of the Potlatch River, and provides habitat for Threatened 

A-run steelhead.  Corral Creek has had a large number of restoration activities undertaken since 

2008 when a fish barrier culvert was removed just north of the town of Helmer.  Activities on 

private land since then have diverted the eroding channelized stream into its historic vegetated 

channel, and plantings have restored riparian character.  The actions on private lands are part of 

the Potlatch River Restoration Project of the Latah Soil and Water Conservation District 

(LSWCD).  They will improve habitat for a priority population of the Clearwater Major 

Population Group, Snake River Distinct Population Segment, NMFS draft recovery plans. 

Proposed actions implement priorities from the Potlatch River Watershed Management Plan 

(plan developed by LSWCD), and are consistent with the North West Power and Conservation 

Council (NWPCC)  fish and wildlife program and the Clearwater Subbasin Management Plan.  

Idaho Fish and Game (IDFG) have identified the Potlatch River system as providing the best 

opportunity for steelhead recovery within the lower main stem Clearwater River.  IDFG 

monitoring of fish distribution and abundance monitoring has revealed steelhead in Smith 

Meadows, about a half mile away from the proposed project area.   

 

The Corralled Bear EIS identified Vassar Meadows as not having proper meadow function.  The 

Latah County Soil and Water Conservation District contracted for an engineered design for this 

area, which includes ditch plugs, portions of railroad berms that can be breached, overflow 

channels that could be breached.  Wetland and riparian planting has been identified and fencing 

recommended until vegetation is established.   

 

Management Direction 

The analysis area encompasses about 25 acres of meadow and about 2 miles of intermittent 

stream.  It is in Management Area M2 (Riparian) inclusion in E1 (timber management) ground.  

Improvements in these areas are to be designed to enhance riparian and water resources 

(Clearwater Forest Plan III-69).  Fish/Water Quality Objectives (CFP App K) for Corral Creek 

look for significant habitat recovery over time. 

 



 

 

 

Purpose and Need 

Purpose:  Improve habitat for steelhead through increasing the amount and duration of 

groundwater and stream flow. 

Need:  Flashy response to storms and run-off indicate poor function of meadow hydrology.  

Areas of compacted soil, as in the levees, and channelized ditches along both sides of old 

railroad grades, increase runoff rates and contribute to the flashy stream response.  Floodplain 

function has been altered by railroad grades and resulting channel incision has decreased water 

retention.  Increase in flow and flow duration will facilitate meadow hydration and groundwater 

recharge.  The development of perennial water will increase rearing habitat for juvenile steelhead 

and aid steelhead recovery.   

 

Proposed Actions 

 Decompact or remove portions of abandoned rail grades and rehabilitate with 

native forbs and shrubs.  

 Fill or plug existing ditches to create wetlands.  Revegetate with sod mats and/or 

plants recommended by a botanist/ecologist.   

 Construct short segments of shallow stream channels to allow seasonal occupation 

of the historic floodplain and prevent re-use of the existing ditches.  This will 

spread stream energy, reduce channel incision and increase water table elevations.  

 Relocate cattle trails, and provide cattle access to water.   Install fencing parallel 

to the stream to protect wetlands and newly vegetated areas until vegetation is 

well established.  Timing of project implementation with pasture rotation could 

allow nearly two seasons of growth for new plants and only require temporary 

fence.   

 Use locally generated sod mats where possible.  Plant native shrubs, forbs and 

seed in areas of soil disturbance to reduce erosion and weed invasion.  

 

Issues 

Preliminary issues that may be used to develop alternatives or to formulate project design and 

mitigation measures include: 

Fish Habitat:  Habitat for steelhead could be affected by short-term increases in sediment.  Best 

Management Practices and guidelines used for Army Corps of Engineer and Idaho Department 

of Water Resource permits would be used where appropriate to minimize impacts. 

Grazing:  The Corral Creek allotment overlaps the project area.  Proposed activities could affect 

cattle use within the allotment, especially during the construction year and until vegetation is 

well established.  



 

 

TES and MIS Species of Wildlife and Plants:  The analysis area may provide suitable habitat 

for a number of threatened and sensitive wildlife and plant species.  The Endangered Species Act 

requires federal agencies to ensure their actions do not jeopardize the continued existence of 

listed species or adversely affect their critical habitats.  The potential effect of the proposed 

project will be evaluated in detail for all threatened and sensitive species potentially affected by 

the proposed action.  A Biological Assessment and a Biological Evaluation will be prepared and 

the appropriate level of consultation will be conducted with the Fish and Wildlife Service and 

NOAA Fisheries. 

Tribal Treaty Rights:  The Nez Perce Tribe has specific treaty reserved rights that result in 

activities that take place on what is now federal land, including the Clearwater National Forest.  

Article 3 of the 1855 Treaty with the Nez Perce Tribe states:  “The exclusive right of taking fish 

in all the streams where running through or bordering said reservation is further secured to said 

Indians; as also the right of taking fish at all usual and accustomed places in common with 

citizens of the Territory; and of erecting temporary buildings for curing, together with the 

privilege of hunting, gathering roots and berries, and pasturing their horses and cattle upon open 

and unclaimed land.” 

Consultation with the Nez Perce Tribe will continue with this project analysis.  

Recommendations from the Tribe will be considered in development of the proposed action.  

Nez Perce fishing, hunting, and gathering rights will be protected. 

 

Interdisciplinary Team and Time Line 

An interdisciplinary team has been assigned to complete the environmental analysis.  This 

project is appropriate for District Ranger decision.  The current time line for this project is as 

follows: 

Initiate Public Scoping – December 2012 

Draft EA out for 30 Day Public Comment Period – August 2013  

Decision – October 2013 

 

Send us your Comments 

Comments are invited on the Upper Corral Creek Restoration project.  Comments are requested 

by January 18, 2013, and may be submitted in writing, orally, or through electronic means.   

Please address written comments to:  Susan Shaw, District Ranger, Palouse Ranger District, 

1700 Hwy 6, Potlatch, Idaho 83855.  Oral comments may be provided during normal business 

hours via telephone (208-875-1131) or in person.  Please ask for Susan Shaw. 

Electronic comments may be submitted to:  comments-northern-clearwater-palouse@fs.fed.us. 

The subject line must contain the name of the project for which you are submitting comments 

(Upper Corral Creek Restoration).  Acceptable formats are MS Word, Word Perfect, or RTF.   

mailto:comments-northern-clearwater-palouse@fs.fed.us


 

 

Should you have questions or need further information, please contact Meg Foltz, 

Interdisciplinary Team Leader, at the Potlatch Ranger District, (208-875-1717).   

Thank you for your interest in this project.   

  

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

/s/ Susan Shaw   

SUSAN SHAW   

District Ranger   

 

 

    


